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CHAPTER II.

MORAL ENDS.

I. THE PRINCIPAL FORMS OF MORAL ENDS.

WHEN he begins to speculate about himself, man
becomes conscious of his own being as that of an
individual personality which is also part of a social com-
munity, and realises that in union with this community
he forms a factor, however insignificant, in the immeasurable
universe of the spirit of humanity. It follows that the ends
sought by the individual will may be individual, or social,
or pertaining to humanity at large. Moreover, the narrower
of these ends may be accompanied by incidental results
whose influence reaches into wider spheres. In particular,
it is impossible to study individual ends without taking
account of their remoter consequences to society and
humanity.

Two ways are open for the methodical treatment of this
problem. First, we may try to get a general conception
of morality, and to determine the various moral ends by
analysing it* This is the method ordinarily used in modern
ethics: so much so, in fact, that one lays oneself open to
the charge of proceeding without any guiding principle if
one neglects to follow it The method which first lays down
a principle and then brings the detailed facts under it is
a legacy to modern moralists from Christian ethics, which
could get its principle directly from its religious postulates.
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